
I was one of that fortunate audiencebefore which Oafkl played the,
"Bronte Helmet" at the Broad Street
theater in Philadelphia. It waKa notableevent In America. Oafkl' came
directly from Berlin, and staged the
drama In Its every detail, as b* had
done If for the emperor at thp Natlonaltheater on Unter den Linden.
Philadelphia society possessed the
Broad street theater that night A
prohibitive tariff set by Oafkl furred
opt many.
J'can recall but few details of the

"Bronse Helmet" after the llrat act.
When the curtain came down I went
over to the box ot the aged Mr*. Van
Couver-Benson to talk a little with;
Margaret Oarnett. Sbe and her lathBar,the president of the Consolidated
Fttil Railroads of Pennsylvania, were
about to sail for a winter's visit'with
our Ambassador at London, and this

7 opportunity to( present'
personal adieus. Mrs. Van Couver-,
"Benton Is a mere wisp of a woman,

\ one at the road's end, painfully clingtaga moment longer to life. She sat
; in a corner of the box, a bit of breathIngwax covered wltb costly laces, lso-1

lated by deafness. Margaret Oarnett
was alone, but fOr this' senile aunt.
She welcomed graciously my arrival

i la the box,
l)U«« 4K «am JA /iA..AsU«Ji*> Lhv
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Mid. Then she waived a presentation
to the' ancient aunt with a screening
pleasantry. "Aunt Van is absorbed In
the perils of Caesar; sit down by me."

I sat down, and touched at once on
the motive ot my visit. "I came," I
said, "to wish you favorable winds."
She turned to me InBiantly. "We

are not going," she said.
"Jlot going!" I echoed. "Why nott"
She laughed a little. "There is a

man in t£e way.'"
I flecked the chair arm lightly With?

ffinger. "How little a thing," I
"to atay tha sailing of Semlra"Not

bo little a thing," she answered:
mw fllnhotif anllw "1* ««« «<tll
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IT«^rUl j<te him. Iabe, then,To little

.Vi-jt'v^wVM ftjpib&^e later wltk a rls-'I log interest Tbe man who satin that
"first chair of Ota fifth row was never
a UtUe, factor la any hv»nan eouatlon.

;He was on thla day a star deflecting
the orbits of political leaders In his
state, one playing ajt.'the Ofachll.the

. r CfehlmCphr, sustained by tile tolling
hive, hut he wast not of it. He carn^

i bra family older yet than Penn; one
powerful under .the first congress, but
afterward contentedly fallow through.
ldletgdneratlonS, and now,' by jtbe me*
ffiafc..ot this man, returning actively

"

career1 of" this man was somethingof a wonder to us all. Com|g|",
_ mandlng by his birth a station of the

| highest -order, he had of his own voWlttloh become a leader of the people;
r., las men, wacn ue Biooa an autnority

to be reckoned with in the placing of
federal patronage, he chose strangely
and with a email spirit, we thought,
the, position of a United States marshal.The men who usually got thlS
office were aspiring sheriffs. Why,
then, did .this man, reared in kings',
houses, thus strangely wish It?

I forgot on the Instant Oafkl and his
"Bronte- Helmet." Here was Indeed
news. The^fengagement of Margaret
Oaritot! The big Englishmen would

: not haunt now our AntbasBador's
house in. Park Lane. The tall girl's

"
- .-destiny .'had. arrived. *

%
V

I mhde the usual "conventional
speeches, a bit highly colored, I fear
.rather eulogistic, over-appreciative,
laden with tropical platitudes.
She heard mh, like a sphinx calmly,

to-the end, then she dropped a guillotineknife on the dainty speeches.
"Very pretty, Courtlandt,""she said,

"hut yon are giving tongue on the
-wrong/trail, Mr. Wood is not at presentintending to marry me. He is absorbinglyengsged in an effort to advancehis own fortunes, somewhat at
the coat of my father's."

I Stammered my way back, and she
went on, ooverlng thus unconsciouslymy confusion.

"I tsar that father 1b not coming off
] M he would wish In this contest with
Mr. Wood. He laughed a little at theI opening skirmish, somewhat like Gaf.kl's Caesar, .sitting In his tent; butI > within the last month he has advanced
his standards,, aa Caesar always didI j when he was being cut to pieces. You
see bow much I am Influenced by this
.thing of Gafkl. Father has abandoned
our winter in London. He muBt be
here, happy If by being here he can
.pyevall against Mr. Wood. It Is In
this manner, Courtlandt, that the man
*t the end of the fifth row Is standing
jln the way."

I was still deeply puszled. How
'could one of but moderate fortunes, aImere United States marshal. Interrupt
thus serlqpsiy the plans of an IndusItrial emperor like John A.'Oarnett 1
waited for further explanation. It did
.not immediately come.

"Courtlandt," she said, "tell moI
, 'about Randolph Mason."I - '

* "Randolph Mason," I echoed. "What
Interest can you have in Randolph MMrI sohr'
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"Yoa -will learn that a ltttl* fnrtliM
on," she laid. Then the dominant

. quality la her. In -her father, in everyGarnett, came imperiously forward:"B^glrpw, GOurtlandt, pleasej I am

I begfn then with what willing spinIt I could summon.
listened deafly,

putting now and then a query, and
glancing now and then at the man
who sat applauding In that first ohali
of the fifth row, as though to establish
somehow, a relation there with this
mania of Randolph Mason. It was evidentthat I was telling her nothingthat eh£ had not already heard.
."I am almost wishing, Courtlandt,"she said, "that Randolph Mason would

refuse to assist my father In the fightwith Mr. Wood. It aedins to be makingthe game unfair, like the Rhine
helping the Germans there againstC£tsar. ' This drama of GafM, like all
Homeric echoes, outrages my sense ol
fahv play. ,, There wae not, aa 1 re
member, a-, clean fight in the whole
Ilisd! some god was alwaya lending
a hapd." ,..She sat a moment silently watching

new*»». V.. -*...» « ywuvuutt UHUJJOB. RUCMUI US'
der bjr mysterious currents.

"I ought, as a dutiful daughter, tc
hold a keener Interest In my father's
side of' lt> I aupsose," 'She said. "II
Mr. Wood ls not checkmated, father's
railroads will go Into receivership;and If my father crushes him, he wlU
go, In every sense, under the ax. So
I ought to be fired with a certain bar
barlo eagerness for victory, and eo, In
a way, I am. But eomebow, at the
bottom of me, I wish to see the fightfair. No handicaps, no Olympic leg'
glng, the winning to the best man."
This Impassioned speech was inter

rupted by a thin piping voice, little
more than a bird's chirp. "Please,
Margaret," It aald, "I am tired. May
I go home?" The old aunt had awakened.Her face was plaintive, like a
child's. Time, having made life's clr
cult with her, was returning her to
dissolution by the cradle.'

1 summoned the old woman's maids,
and they got her, with the footman's
assistance, to. the -carriage. I went
out with Margaret Qarnett. She
barked back to her theme a moment
as I took my leave of her. "Goodnight,COnrtlandt," she said. "Please
keep Randolph Mason a neutral in this
light It la too fine a struggle to be
spoiled by an outsider. If father wins,
I shall have this man's bead on a
charger, If I wish It It he loses let
the victor sell me Into slavery."

. I turned to call a hansom, when one
of the theater attendants touched me

| ,<jn>th'e arjn..
"I beg your pardon," he said; "can

you tell me if this article belongs tc
Miss Garnett? It was plcked up by
an usher In her box." He hdld in his
hand a flat gold locket attached to a
chain linking alternately a topaz and
an opal. I carried the locket to the
light and examined It. The case was

a m..b t II.a li
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see it there wa» any inside, and 1
found there such a one as left no
doubt remaining. The locket contain'
ed the picture of her father, and op
poslte it, of all persons on this earth,
the face of Thomas B. Wood.

I returned the locket to the 'waiting
lackey. "It is certainly MIbb Gar
nett's," I said; "you would better send
it immediately to her residence."
, On Thursday morning the counsel ol
John A. Garnett called on Randolph
Mason. When Pletro brought him in'
to the office 1 took him for eome cele
brated actor.

"I have thet honor," he said, "to ad'dreSBMr. Parks, I bellpve, the secre
tary of Randolph Mason. My name is
Alger. I am here on a matter for John
IA. Garnett"

I hid under a conventional greeting
the flaming Interest whloh these
words lighted. Here was the envoy
which Margaret Garnett said her fatb
ler was about to send. I did not know
jthat this meeting was by appointment,luntll Randolph Mason appeared on the
threshold of the folding-doors between
[the two rooms. He spoke to me.

"I shall be engaged with Mr.Algei
for the next half hour. Direct Pietrc
to admit no one." Then be went back
'into the room, followed by the attor
ney., I presently found Pletro, gave

. him the directions and returned to myaVU" t is » *«-
.VMH], wuoiq 1 CUU1U W1V1QBS Uirougu
the toldlng-doore this conference which
Margaret Qarnett wished so greatlj
to prevent. It was Randolph Mason
who-began the conversation.
"Can yon give me briefly," he said,

"the history ot this case?"
The attorney was not moved .to s

hasty recital by Mason's abrupt imp*
tlence. He sat down In a chair be
fore the table, lifted bis face, serene
with that deep Internal composure! common to those who are accustomed

, jto speak the last Irrevocable word,
i«md regarded Randolph Mason as h«
'doubtless would have regarded some
strange, unfamiliar tribunal, to be
carefully addressed. When be spoke
hie voice was as clear as glass, alI though It seemed jo loiter on the sen
tencea deliberately.

1 "I cannot give you this matter brief'
ly," he aaid; "a certain elaboration
is unavoidable. A recital of mere[overt acts will not convey a sense olX35^,M ,1 ^ mi
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an eipreseion as one obssrres frequentlyon th« face ot an examiner In
tha courtroom, who, falling to bring;
his witness clearly to the issue, aban'
dona him to hit own manner at reeitaL;

( Be sat down in bia chair/placed his
hands'; idly before him on £he table
and then dropped his body, leisurely
beak, like one hopelessly fated to aI long story. These suggestive action*
were not lost on the attorney; he
knew exactly by what mental conception*they were inspired. . A faint
keWdC of color came for an'lnstant into,h|r face and vanished, but-his voice
ItleUtarate}/ co^lnuedt. #

I; "The Consolidated Fuel ift&ilroadaII nnmnatiw s*Vt«h T«V. A *.
u V* niMwa wvua.fl. vatliCU iq

F: president and'chief owner. Is made ,up.! of the principal lines running Into the
I Pennsylvania coal fields. They reach'
some five thousand workings, employe

i Ing several hundred thousand men.
i They are the' avenues by which this
'' product Is conveyed to the seaboard.
| This railroad company depends for itsI tonnage, and therefore for Its exist*
ence, exclusively upon the production

i of these mines. If these mines arei idle the railroad Is Idle, hut with the
distinction that a mine can shut down
and lie so without expense, while a

i railroad must continue as an active
I concern, no matter at what a loss.
! Now, as you are doubtless aware, an

effort 1b being made to form an alii*
ance of these mine workers The result

; Is that an epic.life struggle is about to
open between the railroad and its

; mines on one side and the represen*
tatlves of the workers on the other, the
sort of Industrial,conflict that means

i bankruptcy for the one and starvation
for the other. The men have not

: money enough, to keep their families
I for a month, and the railroad com!pany, having no tonnage, will necestsarlly make default In the payment of
> the interest on its bonds, and go Into
the hands of a receiver."
The attorney paused. His serene

i face lifted Into a beautiful profile.
Then he continued:
"The only real authority of this Republicis the federal courts. They

alone, under every emergency, rigidly
sustain the law. But a court must
have officers. The hand signing the
writ muBt be supported by the hand
serving a writ. An order, no matter
how fearlessly entered, must fall of
Its purpose it It be enforced with exicuses. I come now to the very heart
of this matter. People do not break
out Into rebellion unless they have
an ally sitting somewhere in authority.This strike threatened in Pennisylvanla has such an ally. It would
fall, It would collapse like a punctured
balloon, If his aid were removed. I
do not mean any of the judges; they

I are Incorruptible. I mean Thomas B.
Wood, the United States marshal.

, "A word must be spoken about thisII remarkable man to make that charge
ciear: He is tbirty-elgbt years old;
he Intends to he a United States seniator, and) what Is more important for
the future, he Intends to remain one.
"Bear in mind, that Wood's intenition was to become a senator. He be>gan, then, with the people. He atItached himself to all movements in behalfof labor. He observed the clamor

of the man with the pick, the man
with the apron, the man with the
hammer.. He appeared to listen, to
consider, presently to be convinced,
aad, finally, to advocate what they
said. t Then, under that law which I
do not understand but by virtue of
which Mlrabeau, a noble, became the
idol of the French Revolution, this

, man, an aristocrat, became a leader
of the people. So when his party
came presently to national power, the
great heads of it found him there to

t be dealt with. What did he want?.
They said it with a certain deference.

! He might have demanded his seat In
the upper congress then, but he could

-1 not hope to remain there, he had no
pedestal of gold under htm; he was
standing on the sands. ,He chose the

. position of United States marshal.
The leaders gave It with a certain
wondering contempt, and dismissed

i him from their catalogue of fears. He
was, then, a person of no ambition.

; one struggling tltanlcally for pottageli
i "Immeasurably not so! The polltl5cal Warwick of Pennsylvania Is John

A. Qarnett The power under him Is
the Consolidated Fuel Railroads.
Wood wished to direct that Warwick,
to control that power, therefore he

i chose wisely the only position In
which he could'destroy him, that of
United States marshal. Garnett, usuially clear-headed, usually far-sighted,

; usually running swiftly before events,
> saw the thing, forty-eight hours too
i late, and, consequently, he Is ruined.'-'
i "With Wood standing ndw between
the worker and Judges, the greatest

i Industrial contest In our history is be>globing. The mines of Pennsylvania
mill -VI V~1 I_ .V-
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earth; the railroad, two bands of ruBt,
and Garnett, a pauper. All this certainly,swiftly. Inevitably, Is arriving,'

I unless this man can be removed from
offioe.

"It is ruin then, or the man's terms,
i which are a voting control of the Conisolldated Fuel Railroads, the position
I of first vice-president, a political dlc,tatorshfp above and behind Garnett.
i Then he will reBlgn. 'With"Wood stepiping down from the position of Unltied States marshal, the opposition will
,' crash through like a rotten bridge,
Qamett's commercial plans will go
smoothly onto the pilingup of millions;
but Garnett will have a master, and' Pennsylvania a senator with a life teni'ure In office."

II The attorney leaned fdrward in his
! chair, his eyes rested steadily onMaNATIONAlT-
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. remote Wood without the payment o< m
Ws price.* thing no men can do."

1 "A thing any mas can do," replied, ta
Randolph Mason. |"Htfwr' said the attorney, hi* finger 11
still lifted, hi* voice still imptwMlvalyj re
deliberate. . I
"Leave that to me," *ald Mason. j Ot
"Very well," he said. "What am 1 i .

to dor |*"Wgt have yon intended to dor"; c«
replied Mason. Il'di
"I see nothing to do." continued thai yc

attorney, "other than to accept the si
condition* of Thomas B. Wood.to but-' m
redder," to give hint what he da- at

mahds.'* q- jTii si 1 *"Do it then,"aald Mason. A?^T|The voice of the attorney arose - di
again lingerlnxly on hi* wards. )'
"You give It up then, you bid ma ei

ruin Garnett?" / '. j ol
"I bid you save him," said Mason. 1 w

"But," continued the attorney; A
"when this agreement la once effected, PI
what will be there to save hfm?" aJ
"I shall be there." replied Randolph! at

Mason.
,

ei
When the attorney left after his oon-< ti

ference with Randolph Mason, I wrote ft
a note to Margaret Garnett. "Have a I
care," I Bald, "Randolph Mason la no | ui
longer neutral." : i
The nest morning brought an an-' M

Bwer In-the large, firm' writing of an it
Englishwoman: Miss Garnett would' w
he at the Dresden at one' o'clock. V
Would I come there? I was there at w
the hour, and we Iqnched together. ai
In spite of the fact that directness bl

was the first quality In the nature o£
Margaret Garnett, I thought she ap- m
proeched the subject In question with' 01
trepidation. She did not aak me for tr
the atory.(Of the conference. She drew;'
out, rather, here and there a feature tl
of It hy some subtle query, put lncon- hi
sequently In the course of our talk. It
Presently, when she knew In general ol

what had happened, her face took on 01
virile firmness. m
"Courtlandt," she said, "you are evl- ol

dently not a' poet, or else you would w
see how deplorable a thing It would a;
be to spoil this struggle between my, tl
father and Mr. Wood. tl

"It would be crude, barbaric, ngly. n
to throw to one or the other a balance c!
of power. It would ruin the high dra- ti
matlo tone of the game; It would be ti
vandalism, like spoiling a canvas of e<

Raphael, or a manuscript of Horace." e:
"Miss Garnett," I said, "this In all t

very beautiful, to quote your own apr a

proprlate words; hut, pardon me, aye 0

you not 'giving tongue on the wrong a
trull?' These lines should he spoken)
to Randolph Mason, and not to hie B

flattered; but powerless, secretary." 11
She colored perceptibly; then her °

face took on resolution. "Very well."
she'returned, "I will say them to Ran- r

dolph Mason;" 81

I wished then that I bad said noth- 81

lng. It was^orse than idle to go on 11
such an errand to Randolph Mason. d
There wad'pio escape, so 1 went with a

Margaret GSraett in her carriage to
Randolph Mason. ' *

1 began then, somewhat late in the y

hour, to prepare her for this meeting) 1:
I advised her of Mason's curious hab- 0

Its, of his unuspal abstraction. I warn- *

ed her against his abrupt. Indifferent «

manner, his rigid, searching, brutffi.in- 8

qulrles. If she had any sensibilities *

to be hutt, (br any fragile Ideas of 1
courtesy to He outraged, we would do r
better to go ibhck on the instant.

(
v

I was glad of this elaborate warning °
when the girl stood finally before RandolphMason.
Mason deliberately laid down the 31

pen In his fingers and lifted his bead, ^
with the expression of one who sub- °
mtts out of necessity to' an lnterrup- v

tlon. ;I
"Mr. Mason," the girl began, "I am f*Margaret- Garnett. I wish to inquire

why you care so greatly for my father 3
to prevail over Mr. Wood." 8

"I do not care," he said.l8
The young woman was evidently *

surprised. "What Interest have you a
in my father, then?" she Inquired. 31

"I have no Interest In him," replied
Randolph Mason. 8
"No Interest?" she repeataf. "Why "I

did my father's attorney come'here?" 1®
"Why do you come here?" returned 18

Mason. fi
She began to speak then, her voicei

vibrating like the tense string of a *
viol. She repeated, but In finer se- »'

quence, till she had said to me on that j1night of Gafkl's drama, and all that
she had later said over our luncheon.. 0
The spirit of the woman came forth on 8

the flood; -she was deeply, vltaially, pas- f
slonaiely fti earnest, speaking against
a sacrilege, speaking against a wrong. 11

demanding, urging, pleading with RandolphMason to remain immovably °

neutral. Let the struggle between her 11
father and this man be fair. Let its *

thrilling, dramatic balance remain un- itdisturbed.She was the one whose In- s
terest for her father should be deep- f
est, and she, above all tblngs In thla 8

world, wished to see the game-played d
out by the two now seated at the to, 8
ble. It was weak, cowardly In. her fatherto come hero for aid. If he could v
not win alone, fairly, like a man, then
she, his daughter. Margaret Gannett,
wished him to lose. a
The woman thus fired with | tram- 11

scendent courage was superb.l My 1
blood sang under her words.- ' The *
nerves In my fingers tingled, bnt^Ran- s

dolph Mason salt'watching her!with i
weary unconcern. When she had fin- c
iBhed he lifted bis face, hard as metal; 1

"May I Inquire," he aald. "why you
are thus endeavoring to deceive me?" X>
The girl caught her breath aa *

though she had been dashed wlth\wa- 4
ter. . "I am not endeavoring to t do- v

celve you," she said. ' r

"Why, then," said Mason, "have!you I
made me-.theeelm^jpspdhea?" \ *

'
* ^ ^ "**
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''Fftrion^ sald^Ma^
I tbhist, ilia 0110 before a blow.
"I do not understand1you." afie said.'
"But I understand yon perfectly,""
piled Randolph Mason.
Then he arose and walked past her
it Into the hall.
I~ returned orer the flagstp&e walk
1th Miss Oarnett to her carnage. I
ittld And no words of adequate apolar.;"Courtlandt," aha said; "tell
rar cold, unemotional master that
nee he has so ruthlessly taken from
y fingers the weapons of a man. I
>aU meet him w(th the weapons, of a
oman." '

,
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ove away proudly like an empreaa.
The only occasion on which I bay*
rer known Randolph Mason to go out
New Tork In any man's behalf Was
ben be went to the residence of John
. Oaraett at Bryn Mawr, a suburb ot
blladelpbia. The railroad magnate
id the aspiring marshal had arrived
terms, as I understood It," or, rath',the one had accepted In capttulaonthe terms of the oth'er. The conirencewas to conclude this treaty,
accompanied Randolph Mason, aa I
lually did.
The Garnett residence at Bryn
awr 1b one of the most distinctive

l America. It la a reproduction In
hlte marble of the Petit Trianon at
ersallles, set exquisitely in a forest,
ith white glistening roads winding
nong the trees and a brook and 4
It of manufactured meadow)
This conference betwedn the richest
an In America and the moist' ambitlaswas held In thq library of this
ansplanted Parisian lodge. 1
I could not saally bear In mind In
le atmosphere of euch a place the
ird, practical nathre ot thia meeting.
was the hall of some .stately coun1of Florence, sitting above the Amo,

r, rather.and the fancy became altostreal.It was the council chamber
[ some doge, where on this night he
as to meet the captain' of .Barbarianrmlos lying with bared teetli along
io Adriatic, and treat with him for
le city. The men in thlk conlerence
ilsrbt nnnrnnrlatwlv Yiava tnlron
naracters ot such a scene.: Qarnett,
ill, white, Impressively patrician, atHided,like that doge, by two counslots,characteristic, I fancied, ot an
mplre In the evening of decadenceisattorney and Randolph Mason;
nd the other, this gl^tit, thla captain
t Barbarian amies, courageously,
lone.
This romantic medieval fancy perIsted.It became for an Instant even
lore real when through an opening
t the door I saw Margaret Qarnett,
She was not listening. She carried
ither the air of one depending upon
Dme desperate hazard, the arrival of
Dme event, the sharp stroke of some
npending fortune. She went slowly
own the steps, her hands slipping
long the marble rati of the balusters.
The attorney seated at the table beanto read the protocol ot treaty,
'hich he bad drawn, and I came swiftrbkek to the commonplace business
haracter ot the meeting. The paper
'aa merely an alignment under the
igal'form of a majority of the corntonstock <ot the; £0Ogt£ldated Fuel
Lallroads to certain persons named by
'bomas B. Wood. Tb^ attorney exlalnedthat, In his opinion, no further
,-riting was necessary. This assignlentshould be placed in escrow. (A!
ally executed writing, but put into
he custody of some third person to
old until the fulfillment of some conttion),and delivered to Mr. Wood upnthe resignation of his office. It
rould put a voting control of the ralloadinto the hands of his agents, who
rould carry out his plan.
The strong, masterful face of the

Jnlted States marshal set in a cynical
mile. "This assignment is, 1 think,
ufflclent," he said; "but I will hardly
ake the chance of a legal battle oven
a escrow, after my resignation'shall
ave been accepted"
The negotiation seemed on the intentto be conclusively blocked. Garlettinsisted upon the protection oil
n escrow, and Wood upon the possesionof the paper before he lrrevo*
khly resigned his office.
Randolph Mason came forward thenj
atdown at the table, dipped a pen lm
o the ink pot and turned toward the
Infted States marshal.
"In ^consideration of the assignment,
t tblrf stock to your trustees," he
aid, "you agree, I believe, to resign
our office."
"You have it correctly," replied thd

ian. J
Randolph Mason drew a writing pad
ver to his band and wrote rapidly a
lemorandum of the same date as the
sslgnment, requesting the conslderalonfor the transfer of the stock. He
poke then to the attorney. ''Give me
he assignment," he said. Then he addda line at the bottom, showing it to
epend upon an agreement of the
ame date. When he had finished he
gain addressed the United States
larshal. "Prepare your resignation,"
.e Bald.
Mr. Wood sat down opposite Masosi

t u>e tame. He wrote out Mb resfeatlonof the office of United States
marshal; then he placed his hand oq
be paper and spoke to Randolph Maon."1 do not see that we are any
urther along," he said. "I will not
onsent to an escrow under any agreement,no matter how explicit"
Randolph Mason did not at once re*

ly. He presented the paper he had
rHtten to Mr. Garnett for his signaore.While the railroad president
res signing the assignment, the attoricyanswered for Randolph Mason, exilalningthat the agreement should be
lied with the trust company holding
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tlon, clenched. "I will not content to '

1
table the paper which be bad made
out. "81gn that," he said.
The man took the memorandum, afUsedhie signature 'and laid It on the «

letter- ot resignation, under hie 1

clenched band. nH)a tace darkened. "I c
trust," be said, "that my words are In- t
telllglble. 1 have twltta1 atld that I j
would not consent to an escrow." ,
"There shall be no omtow," said

Randolph Mason; .""
The attorney for John A'. Qarnett 1

leaned forward In Me chair. "Hart «

then," he said, "la Mr. Wood to obtain t
this assignment?" 3

"I shall give It to htm," replied Ran- <
dolph Mason. Then hejacked up the j
assignment and banded U to the UnitedStates marshal. "Take this." he
said, "and leave on the table the papersunder your hand."
The shadows la the resolute lace

of Thomas B. Wood vanished. He got
up, put the assignment Into Ids pocket,
buttoned hie great coat, took up his
driving gloves from the table, bade us
good-evening and went out of the
room, down the stairway to hie horses.

I came back wonderingly to RandolphMaaon. His boast that he would
be here to prevent the ruin of Qarnett
was idle. He .-afhsr bad speeded that
ruin. The attorney regarded him with
cold jerenlty.

"

'Have you In »'act," he asked, "any
'ntereat In the-succeis of John A. Qarnett?"

"I have uot," he said. Then hereontlnued,.Ike one .ixplalnlng briefly to
an annoying query. "I am Interested
only in removing this .man from bis office,In correcting, thereby the wrong
of his appointment.'

"Ah," said the attorney. "1 understand.then, why you. so readily cut
from under us the only possible foot- <
hold against this man.that of an es-
crow. With Wood once out of office,
tho delivery uf this paper might have
been enjoined."

"Sir," replied Mason, "your purposed
flimsy trick was patent even to Wood."

"Perhaps," sold the attorney, "but
in a shipwreck no plank can be al-
lowed to dws. You bad no rtgbt to
come into this affair, if you had no
regard for Mr. Garnttfs peril."

"Since I came into the affair," replied.Randolph Mason, "Mr. Garnett
has never been In peril."

This conversation with Its last enIgmatlcanswer'of Randolph Mason 1
was' Interrupted by the abrupt en-
trance of Margaret Garnett.-.
She spoke to Randdlph^ Mason, lg-

"

noring the rest of lis as "though we
were Interminably1 distant

"You, even yor," she said, "could
not defeat him. He got What he wantedIn spite of you."
Mason regarded her With <a leisure- ly,Ironic Interest
"Thomas B. Wood," he refilled, "has

got nothing." ' ' |"Nothing!" she repeated, "Do you
call'.a control of my father's railroads
nothing? a control of millions noth- 4

Ing? a seat In the United States sen-
ate nothing? And what have you takenfrom him for it? indeed, what have
you taken! A paltry federal ofljce!;'

"I have talien," replied Randolph Mason,"the little that he had, and 1 have
given nothing." Then he added aa>
though likewise In explanation to the
rest of us, "In the removal of this
man from his office It was not my in-
tentlon that he should obtain any ben-

efltfrom John A. Garnett"
"Then," she cried, "you have

failed."
"1 have not failed," Teplled RandolphMason, speaking with cold precision."This assignment of stock

was delivered to Thomas B. Wood In
consideration of the resignation of his
office. Such contracts are 'void as
against, public policy. The ConsolidatedFuel" Railroads will refuse to
recognize the validity- of this agreement,and it cannot be enforced In
the courts. It cannot avail this man
that the paper Is In legal form and
recites another and valid, consideration,when the moving consideration
was In tact the resignation of a federaloffice."
The atmosphere of a victory rlalng

about John A. Garnett was less Impressivethan that atmosphere of disasterfallen thus swiftly on his daughter.The wondrous vitality of her figurevanished; the light fled from the
sliver, the blood from the porcelain.
Then, as by some masterful effort,
going to the very springs of life, tt
all splendidly returned. She looked
steadily at Randolph Mason, 'her eyes
two lines of light

"I repeat It," she said slowly, "you
have failed. This man shall receive
everything that he expected to receive.myfather's Influence, the controllinginterest In this railroad and
a seat In the United States senate."
The lips of Randolph Mason parted

In a cynical smile, "I should bo in.
tereBted to learn," he "said, "by what?
avenue oT propitious fortune he Is to
obtain these benefits."

"I shall marry him," replied MargaretOarnett.

For .the legal principle InvolvedIn this story, sea the followingleading eases: Forbes v.
McDonald, 54 Cal. 98; Basket v.
Most, 115 N. C. 448, 20 B. E. 733,
44 Am. St. Rep. 483, 48 L. R. A.

, 842; Eddy v. Capron, 4 R. l. 394,'67 Am. Dee. 541; Meachem v.
Dow, 32 Vt. 721. The officer's
real motive for resigning-Is Immaterial.Eddy v. Capron, 4 R.
I. 394, 67 Am. Dee. 541.
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goinc"like
lM office.

United J|
WASHINGTON,' Aug. M.-ConfMM- I

nan Brown, of We«tVirginia, has ob- I
nlped >b» -ngtoa^-.of ttrn.t Hwtftb fl

fr. Heston wai wsoldler tit the U|il- I
ed SUtes.army .duylnK U»« war with,y
Spain and In some manner became JB
reparated from hBi -raiment. He WU fl
merged * with'' dfeaertion hut the materwas dropped. Nearly fourteen I I
ream later he was arrested on the |l:harge' and was imprisoned. Mr. |l
Brown -laid the matter before the war 1 jjfl
lepartment and the release waa'-'ob-l fl
a,nw1' -liaur 1

in J
r

Is a Bill by Taft and Housd
Passes.it. again Very

Quickly.
W&tSHBNGTON, .D. .M Aug. it..

Pres'dent Tsft today..-again ivelosd 1
the legislative, executive-judicialappropriationWit beceui^ It still csdriedan amendment to abolish -.UK,
commerce dourt. Wltbln an hour flfP:
ter' the veto was reported'to the Hoiiie
the Mir *>y iM>5S votes and It now goes to the S'an««: ... i.t

BLUfe JACOCWB TO 0G.
'

wAlmH\T<m>>i, D. 6^'AUK. 2'i.
ntoantrompvitR thrnw

2,000 b!il6 Jackets and marines into
Nicaragua In ten days to protect the
lives and property and keep railroad
:ommunicattoa open from the Amarcanlegation In Managua to the Pacificwere made today by the navy
lepartment. . 'J

,.i....v. *i
^ STEALS JEAVEIS.

SAN iFRANCIOO, Calif., Aug. 21
-r-The theft of $20,POO In Jewela
was admitted today , by Frank
Masse, a hutier, ,w)»ot ,was arretted

"

while (trying to steal .a bicycle.
. '» 1

CATHOLIC LEAGUE.

LOUISVILLE, 'Adg! ^W-A definite
beginning of th'ei'Organisation of a
national league of CithoIIc women
was made here .toduy Wjitfie eleventh I
annual convention of, the American
federation of Cathode Societies.
Committees on organisation and constitution,will be ready to report when
the league' 'Is-tor&oliy1 formed nest jj
year iri Milwaukee.'

Sao.ooa ftok, fi
j >;« ... ..wi
MARTINSBURQ-, Aug. 21.Two

tliree-itory brick buUdlnga in the
heart of the downtown section wet's i
completely destroyed by fire causing
a loss of $30,000 with inauranca of
|28,000. .

; tfc '

WHEAT BURNED. '

MARTIN3BURO, Aug. 21.Sptrks
from an engine fired a quantity | of
wheat straw on' the farm of Walker
Can. this county, and BOO bushels Of
wheat^a new threshing, machine and y A
d iroailam anwlna iuaha A aatenaea» "MVMVW GUQiiiC ITPIB UCBll *JJ BU'

The loss *fts 'fS.tMfO.1 The Are departmentfrom Winchester saved the
ether crops. j

»

MAN KILLED. 1 *
f

CHARLESTON. Aug. 21.OCHJe
Jett shot' ind Instantly kitted John
Gunnoe lfete at night at the home ot
Ed. iBoatlc, in Wilson. (Hollow, duringthe progress ot a dance, jett
made good hia escape.

. i
ENDS' LIFE.

Wheeling, Aug. a1.worrr4r
over financial trouble. .Andrew JiOkeonStraight, a farmer, ot Morristown,took carbolic acid and died on
hia sixty-eighth birthday. He leaves

a -tn-j i
.-j. »

thigh broken.

iTUfliRMOINT, Alts. 21..<A. B. Si*
of Chlefton, is at tjie (Miners' hospital
suffering from a broken' thigh. He
was ralight by a mining machine.

CHILD DIES. * J^|
The fitteen months old son of Mr.

and Mrs. Roy Bailey,' of 762 Locust
street, died Wednesday afternoon at 2
o'clock after a short illness' of cholera I
infantum. The funeral arrangements |'Ihave not yet been made.

J. T. Baber fB here from Rlchwood. > III
M. V. Hollandswortb. of Hunting' / (I

ton, la a visitor here.
R. N. Wilkinson, of Huntington, la In

a business visitor here.

Only 37 lota left in Hi$h- 11
land Park.

... . j II


